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Ci'TRAL INTAELLIGANCE AGENCY
CFFICZ OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE

4
5’ ecomber 1961

MEMORANDUN FOR: Communder Bagley

SUBJECT : Charnoteristics of the Z2outh Vietnamese
Governmant

The following comments are respoasive to paragraph Zb and

2¢ of your mescoramdum for of 28 November 1861.

These conmants complele the requiroment.

i. Resignstions from Diem Goverawment

No svailable evidence substantiates reports that a
large nusber of top South Viastnamese goverament personmnel have
resigned in recent months because of increasing frustratiom.
Dissatisfaction among many officials, however, is evident from
the number of attempted or threatened resignations and in romarks
critiesl of Dien's lendership which bave been made to US officiais.
This dissatisfaction undoubtedly differs in degree and has vary~-
ing causes such as administrative coanfusion, disconteat with
the authoritarianism of the regime, and exclusion from the
current "im-group.” Hany officials probably are detarred from
reaignstion because of resiuctance as civil servants to become
publiiely imvolved in political issues, concern over employment,

seniority, or fear of possible reprisals., It is also of note,
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howsver, that several top officials are persons wvith 1ittle
personal politiesl loyalty to Diem or to his favored emtourage,
but are imcluded in the government for their technical gumlifica-
tioas. Included in this category are Rural Affairs Secratary
Tras Ls Quang, Rational Education Secretary Nguyen Quang Trimh,
Pabiic Workz Seeretary Nguyen Vam Dinh and Dean of Salgon Univer-
sity Law Faculty Vu Quoc Thue.
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2. Assessment of Qualified Persoanel Not I» Government

¥e can olifer caly s geaeraiized assssament of the
quantity and quality of persons not now serviag ithe governmeat
of South Vietnam but deemed gualified for serviceg, As an
underdeveloped and partitioned ocountry, and s former colony
in which the development of responsible adminfstrative talent
was ROt encouraged, South Vietnam has a limited aumber of such
peraons svailable; moreover, qualified persons are not uniforaly
smbitious for public office. There is undoubta&lif;is.lble
group of Vietsamese not now serving the government who are of
equal and iz some cases bettaer calibre than sowe now in key
positions. A major resson for this sre the demands placed
by Diem oh tested loyalty among senior officiales, which stems
both from Diem’'s own characoter and his justifisble comncern
swar the motives of sell-seeking groups such as the Dal Viet,
Cao Dai and Hor iHao sects, and over possible Communist-penstra-
tion of the goverament. Yhilemmany Viotnamese traditionmally
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have been "fence-sitiers™ ad long as the future of their country
repains unsettled, thore is little question that the Diem regime
has alsc alienated many qualified non-Communist Vietmamese who
at one time would have willimgly, if not enthusisstically,
supported hism governmsent.
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